
Future Renewal 
Activities 

On Sunday, September 7th, 

there will be a lunch after 

worship where Pastor 

Debra will share pictures 

and stories of her 

sabbatical leave activities. 

Lunch will include Pizza and 

salads. Please let us know if 

you will attend by signing 

up on the bulletin board 

near the kitchen or calling 

the church office so we can 

order enough pizza! 

The wait is over! Elizabeth 

Hamilton from Holy Cow! 

will be giving a 

presentation on our CAT 

survey results and 

answering questions about 

them on Sunday, August 

28th following service. 

Lunch will be provided. 

Pastor’s Thoughts 

It’s good to be back! While I must admit that coming back to the hottest 

and most humid part of the year was a bit of a shock to the system, it is 

truly wonderful to be back home here in Palm Bay. I deeply appreciate 

the opportunity given to me by FPC to take a sabbatical leave this past 

summer and I look forward to sharing some pictures and stories of that 

trip with you in September. 

One realization I want to keep at the forefront of my mind is something I came to under-

stand during my last week of leave, when I was on personal retreat at a monastery in St. 

Leo, Florida: the renewal process we all started this year is very much ongoing. Now, this 

may seem like an obvious statement to all who hear it—after all, we are going to be hear-

ing about the results of the Holy Cow CAT assessment at the end of September, and we 

have more activities planned in the next 9 months. Of course renewal is ongoing! But 

somehow, for me, I had it in my head that my part of the process, my sabbatical, would all 

need to be wrapped up and complete by the time I got back to the office on August 11th. I 

went to the monastery thinking I needed to have a concrete plan and presentation of eve-

rything I had learned and what we would be doing next as a result. I had imagined that 

pastors came back from sabbatical completely renewed and full of vision. 

My week in personal retreat showed me how ridiculous that idea was. As I sat at the desk 

in my room, looking at a blank page and trying to come up with “next step” ideas, I real-

ized that it was impossible to come back with a clear vision and plan. I knew what I had 

done over the last 10 weeks, but I hadn’t talked to all of you to hear about your experienc-

es this summer. I didn’t know anything about the survey results. I couldn’t speak to the 

congregation’s hopes for the future. Having only one part of the story would mean any-

thing that I came up with would be an incomplete plan, and wouldn’t take into account 

vital and essential input from all of you about where we are going. Hence, my obvious 

realization—while the main sabbatical leave portion of our process was coming to an end, 

the Renewal process we had undertaken together was very much ongoing, and not just 

for the church in terms of activities, but for me as well. 

I cannot express how much I am looking forward to walking WITH you all in this next 

phase of our renewal activities—yes, I had a great time away, and made memories that I 

will cherish forever. But I am so excited that in this next phase of embracing renewal, I get 

to do it all with you—to get caught up and hear about what’s going on in your life, to hear 

from Holy Cow about our assessment results, to celebrate and lean into our strengths, and 

to move with the Spirit of God into the future he has planned for us. I can’t wait to see 

where all of this goes, and I am glad to be with you all for the journey! 



A Note from Hoover Haney 

Greetings 
to you! I 
write a 
note of 
thanks for 
your 
invitation 
to lead 
worship 
with you 

on August 10th. Your joy, 
enthusiasm and hospitality were on 
full display before worship and 
lasting until the end of fellowship 
and refreshment sharing. 

Thank you for your welcome. I 
continue to hold you in prayer for 
your continued study and 
ministering in the Palm Bay 
community and Brevard County. 
Prayers also for your next season of 
service with Rev. Debra following her 
return from sabbatical. Christ’s 
blessings, Hoover Haney. 

September’s Special Offering 

On September 1st we will take up an offering for the Children’s Hunger 
Project, a local initiative that is partnered with United Way to ensure that 
children have sufficient 
food to get through the 
weekends and when 
school is not in session. 
By addressing hunger 
and malnutrition, there 
are positive results in 
children’s lives, including improved attendance at school, better test scores, 
improved reading skills, positive behavior, and improved health. This 
program has grown a great deal since its inception, from serving 27 children 
with 108 weekend packages in 2010 to over 4300 children and 158,000 
weekend packages at 60 schools in 2024. 

This ministry is very important to the students involved. During the week, 
they have access to breakfast and lunch programs that provide a secure and 
sure way of obtaining food that may not be available to them at home. 
Hunger among students is a pressing issue in the schools, and the effects of 
it are widespread; hungry students are affected physically, with growth and 
health issues, getting sick more frequently, as well as mental effects, like 
difficulty focusing on lessons and struggles with memory. Behavioral issues 
increase as the children are under a constant stress and anxiety due to the 
hunger, and don’t have the energy to engage with fellow students to 
develop strong social-emotional skills. Altogether, their entire lives are 
affected by the lack of food security. 

There are a variety of causes for food insecurity that need to be addressed 
within our communities, and a lot of complex solutions to consider. 
Providing food for hungry children, however, is a very clear and simple 
mission that we can all help support. We can help put a dent in the effects 
of food insecurity through the Children’s Hunger Project. 

...everyone who contributed in 
August to FPC’s Shoe Mission. With 
the contributions made in April and 
August, we are confident that we 
will again be able to help as many as 
120 students across the elementary 
schools in Palm Bay. We will have 
additional updates on the program 
over the next couple of months once 
we begin working with 
representatives from the schools to 
distribute gift cards and coupons. 

Word from the Herd 

There will be a memorial service 
for Betty Snavely on Sunday, 
November 9th, following worship. 
More details will be shared closer 
to that time. 

Please keep Judith Fairman and 
her family as they grieve the loss 
of her brother, Jim Moore, who 
passed away at the age of 93.  

Barbara Musgrave will be heading home to continue her recovery. She will 
still not able to put any weight on her leg as she heals from an injury and 
surgery to her right fibula. Once she is settled in at home, visits are 
welcome. 

 



Session Summary 

Session met on Tuesday, August 
19th. Topics addressed included the 
following: 

• Approved a building usage 
request from the PEO Sisterhood 
to have a chili cook-off in the 
sanctuary on Saturday, October 
18th. 

• Approved Audits for the 2022 
and 2023 financial years. 
Auditor’s comments will be 
reviewed in order to see if there 
are any changes needed to our 
policies and procedures. 

• Treasurer’s Report: We are 
holding steady with a good 
surplus due to careful spending 
and monitoring of expenditures. 
We are stable largely due to our 
decision to forego wind 
coverage on our property 
insurance, therefore... 

• Average Monthly Expenses: 
$17,222.32  

• Actual Expenses in July: 
$13,983.48 

• Contributions in July: 
$10,628.56 

• Income year-to-date: 
$124,253.63 

• Expenses year-to-date: 
$109.771.54 

• Surplus year-to-date: 
$14,482.23 

Nominating Needs Your Help! 

We are beginning the Nominating season, 
looking through the congregation for who 
would make an excellent Deacon or elder. To 
help you discern who you might recommend 
for these positions, here are some questions to 
ask yourself:  

• As you think of the church community here at First Presbyterian, who 
stands out to you as person of faith, dedication and humility? 

• If they are also a person of compassion, prayer and service—this person 
would be a wonderful deacon. 

• If they are a person of thoughtful consideration, responsibility, yet open 
to trying new ideas, they would be a wonderful elder. 

Please pray over who you might nominate, and contact Jack Dayton or Judy 
Rutter. 



Thank You to Those Who 
Blessed Us in Worship in 

August 

Elders of Month:  Sue D’Imperio, 
Jack Dayton 
Ushers:  Marylynn Yust, Penny 
Slechta, Grady & Cheryl Evans, 
Marsha Corton, Evelyn Cox, Nancy 
Cox 
Flowers Donated By:  Anna Wood, 
Jack & Ronnie Dayton, Terry 
Twardzik, Tom Glew, Chris & Debra 
Cox 

Senior Luncheon 
Senior 
Luncheon for 
September 
will be held 
Thursday, 
September 
25th at 11:30 
a.m. at BJ’s 
Brewhouse, 1700 W. New Haven 
Ave, Melbourne. Please contact 
Marsha Corton at 
macarter1950@yahoo.com for 
more information. Last day to sign 
up will be September 21st. 

Patty & Edward Darcy 

September 20 

Vicki & Mark Cather 

September 29 

Sunday School Class 

The Sunday School class has 
resumed and is studying the books 
of First and Second Samuel. These 
books contain the story of Samuel, 
who was God’s spokesperson as the 
nation transitioned from separate 
tribes into the Northern and 
Southern kingdoms and, eventually, 
the united kingdom of Israel. They 
also contain the stories of the reigns 
of Saul and David as kings. If you are 
interested in joining, talk with Chris 
Cox or simply come to a class – they 
meet every Sunday morning except 
the second Sunday of the month at 
8:45 in the CE building library. 

Wednesday in the Word 
Bible Study 

Our Wednesday in the Word Bible 
Study group has also resumed! The 
class meets at 12:00 each 
Wednesday. Pastor Debra leads a 
study and discussion on various 
passages of scripture, on topics 
requested by class members. All are 
welcome to attend, and participants 
may bring a bag lunch or snacks to 
enjoy while we delve into scripture 
together. We hope you will join us! 

Seymour Sailsman 

September 1 

Inez Rose 

September 2 

Joyce McMaster 

September 6 

Linda Riggleman 

September 7 

Elvie Marshall 

September 8 

Lyneth Marshall 

September 11 

Karola DeLuca 

September 14 

Clyde Yust 

September 16 

Kevin Carter 

September 19 

Carolyn Teal 

September 25 

Clysen Sailsman 

September 27 

Office Closed 

The church office will be closed 
Monday, September 1st. in 
recognition of the Labor Day 
Holiday. 



John and Monia Yust – The Road Runner Adventures 
Continue! 

Yellowstone National Park has been very busy this year, with record crowds 
some days. This has kept John and Monia busy as they volunteer their time 
at the park and take time to explore for themselves. Still, for it being 
August, there were some 
mushy rain and snow/rain 
days! There was an 
earthquake in the park in 
the latter part of the 
month, but it didn’t affect 
John and Monia or the 
work they were doing. 

The big project they have 
been working on is creating 
shutters. There are a lot of 
windows and they vary in 
size and style, so it has required a lot of innovation to create the right kind 
of attachments and even more creativity considering they are using 
“whatever they can find” as materials amid a budget freeze. Once built, 
painted, and put up, they will protect from the heavy ice and snow that 

slides off the roof in the winter. 

Over the last month, John and 
Monia have seen lots of the park 
and its animals as they difference 
from Spring to Summer weather 
has become more and more 
visible.  The snow has finally 
melted and wildflowers have 
stubbornly grown between rocks. 
They have hiked along lakes, cliffs, 
river, geysers, and trails, always on 
the lookout for wildlife. They 
reported on seeing cayote, bison, 
pronghorns, marmot, bears, even 
swans, a couple of fox. Monia saw 
wolves on a bison carcass, and the 
next day she and John saw both 

wolves and a bear at the same spot. On a walk with Ginger, they saw a 
family of black bears less than 100 feet away! As they backed away, they 
watched one cub ran up a tree, another ran across the road, and mama 
bear keeping a close eye on them as she gathered up her cubs and left. In 
one of the pictures, you can see them modeling the t-shirts Monia’s 
brother sent that say “Do not pet the fluffy cows”! 

John and Monia also put some thought into next year’s travels and, after 
sending out applications, decided they would commit to the Mammoth 
Springs National Fish Hatchery near Hardy, Alabama – they’re looking 
forward to a change of pace and different experience! 

Hurricane Season isn’t 
Over Yet 

Even though hurricane Erin stayed 
well out to sea, the coastal effects 
left behind along the Eastern 
seaboard is a good reminder that we 
are in the midst of an active 
hurricane season, and coming into 
the months where the possibility of 
storms increases rather than 
decreases for our area. Please make 
sure you are still aware of the 
supplies you might need on-hand 
and review your evacuation plans if 
they are needed. Also, remember to 
check our website for emergency 
plan forms so that you can let the 
church know what you plan on doing 
and how to reach you should a 
storm threaten the area. If there are 
tropical storm-force winds projected 
to be in our area, we close the office. 
Any cancellations to programs of the 
church will be communicated to the 
best of our ability through the 
Shepherd’s Lists and a notice on our 
sign and Facebook page. 

September 

Special 

Days 

September 1—Labor Day and Na-

tional Read a Book Day 

September 7—Grandparents Day 

September 8—International Litera-

cy Day 

September 11—Patriot Day remem-

bering victims of the 9/11 attacks 

September 19—National Talk like a 

Pirate Day (Arrrr mateys!) 

September 22—Autumnal Equinox 

(first day of Fall) 

September 28—National Drink Beer 

Day (and remember, Oktoberfest is 

actually September 20-October 5!) 





September 1 
Read Luke 14:7-9 
Seating arrangements said a lot about 
how a guest was regarded, by the host 
and society in general. Jesus instructs 
that in order to be honored, one must 
be humble. How would you show 
regard to someone in your home? 

September 2 
Read Luke 14:10-11 
Those who are arrogant set 
themselves up for embarrassment 
rather than success. Jesus shares that 
humility is an important quality 
inherent in God’s kingdom. Why do 
you think this is? 

September 3 
Read Luke 14:11 
Consider the priorities of a person 
who exalts themselves—they think of 
their own wants or image, whereas 
the humble person cares for others. 
Humility can bring a person a lot of 
happiness and connection. 

September 4 
Read Luke 14:12-13 
Where is the enjoyment in a party full 
of people who are there out of 
obligation rather than desire to be 
present? A table of friends, or even 
grateful strangers is better company. 

September 5 
Read Luke 14:14 
Jesus says that even if generosity and 
hospitality is not honored or 
rewarded in this life, we shouldn’t be 
aggravated, because God will 
ultimately reward our service. 

September 6 
Read Proverbs 25:6-7 
It is hard to find the right balance 
between standing up for yourself, 
being respectful, humility, and being 
taken advantage of. How can we best 
honor God with our behavior? 

September 7 
Read Luke 10:1 
Jesus made sure to send out the 70 in 
pairs—why do you think he felt no 
one should go alone? Why are many 
people so compelled to try to do 
everything on their own? 

September 8 
Read Luke 10:2-3 
What an imposing task! Lots of work, 
few workers, and dangerous 
conditions. What makes the 70 feel 
excited rather than daunted by the 
task before them? How can you 
bolster your confidence as well? 

September 9 
Read Luke 10:4-7 
Jesus provides a lot of instructions, 
but they boil down to two themes: 
trust and confidence. Trust that the 
Lord will provide, and be confident in 
your mission, your ability, and your 
worthiness. 

September 10 
Read Luke 10:8-15 
Those who are sent don’t need to beg 
people to listen. If they are received, 
they are to do the work for which they 
are sent. If they are rejected, they are 
to move on. What do you think of this 
plan? 

September 11 
Read Luke 10:16 
Jesus is instructing the 70 not to take 
personally the responses they get, 
whether good or bad. They are not 
being rejected, Jesus and God are. 
Similarly, people are turning to Jesus, 
not the preacher! 

September 12 
Read Luke 10:17-19 
Those who went out came back 
rejoicing and in awe—they were able 
to command demons! Jesus wants 
them to be empowered as they carry 
out his work, equipping them for the 
task they have been given. 

September 13 
Read Luke 10:20 
Jesus wants the returning evangelists 
to remember what is most 
important—not that they wielded 
power or met success in this world, 
but that they are known, loved, and 
welcomed in the kingdom of God. 

September 14 
Read Luke 10:25 
The lawyer already knows the answer 
to his own question. His motive in 
asking is not to learn; he wants to 
test Jesus. He has readied a question 
that he hopes will prompt Jesus to 
say something wrong so that Jesus 
will be discredited.  

September 15 
Read Luke 10:26-27 
Jesus does a very classic Jewish 
teacher move—he answers a 
question with a question. But in his 
response, he points us as readers to 
an important truth: when we have 
questions, the first place we should 
look for answers is in Scripture. 



First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay Daily Devotion 
September 16 
Read Luke 10:28-29 
Jesus finds the lawyer’s answer (but 
actually the instructions of scripture) 
to be the best answer to the 
question, and adds nothing. Why 
does the lawyer then push further? 

September 17 
Read Luke 10:30-32 
Helping the beaten man would be 
the right thing to do, but the ones 
who find him have roles in society 
that would prevent them from 
touching the man, who appears 
dead. 

September 18 
Read Luke 10:33-34 
The next man who comes would be 
considered unclean and suspicious. 
Yet without prompting, coercion, or 
promise of reward, he does all he can 
to help the injured man. 

September 19 
Read Luke 10:35-36 
The Samaritan man’s actions are 
extravagantly generous. Jesus then 
asks the lawyer to compare the men, 
not by their status, but by their 
actions in defining who acts as a 
neighbor. 

September 20 
Read Luke 10:37 
The lawyer may have wanted Jesus 
to define who is or is not worthy of 
mercy, but Jesus has made him look 
at the question from the perspective 
of a person who needs it. 

September 21 
Read Genesis 18:1-2 
Why did Abraham jump up so quickly 
to greet his unexpected guests? Did 
he recognize them as coming from 
God or was he that eager to extend 
hospitality to whomever he could? 

September 22 
Read Genesis 18:3-5 
Abraham seems to offer simple, but 
needed refreshment to travelers: a 
little water, rinsing the feet, a place 
to rest, and a bite of bread. It seems 
like nothing too elaborate or costly. 

September 23 
Read Genesis 18:6-8 
As Abraham begins gathering the 
refreshments, his offerings quickly 
become much more generous—milk 
curds rather than water, a fresh goat 
and cakes instead of bread! 

September 24 
Read Genesis 18:8 
As Abraham serves his guests all that 
had been prepared, he also stands 
by—to offer more? To share 
conversation? Why do you think 
Abraham stayed close to the visitors? 

September 25 
Read Genesis 9-10 
Do you think the promise of a son is 
this the guests’ original message or a 
response to his actions? Why would 
this perspective be important? 

September 26 
Read Luke 10:38-39 
Jesus is welcomed in to the home of 
sisters who both wanted to listen to 
Jesus and see to his needs. How 
would you welcome Jesus as a guest? 

September 27 
Read Luke 10:40-42 
Martha worries about making Jesus 
comfortable while Mary soaks up his 
teaching. Ultimately, Jesus tells 
Martha she, too, is welcome to rest. 

September 28 
Read Colossians 2:6-7 
Paul compares us to plants that send 
out roots and draw nourishment 
from the soil—we are rooted in 
Christ, who strengthens us. Where 
are you “rooted”? From where do 
you draw your strength and wisdom? 

September 29 
Read Colossians 2:8-10 
Paul warns the church not to let 
other teachers, priorities, or 
influences crowd out Christ’s role in 
our lives. Christ is all we need; 
everything else acts like weeds, 
choking our growth. 

September 30 
Read Colossians 2:11-12 
Paul wants the believers to know they 
are connected to Christ in baptism, 
whether or not they were physically 
circumcised—being Jewish is not a 
prerequisite for Christianity. 

October 1 
Read Colossians 2:13-14 
Jesus died for our sins before we 
were believers, and while still 
Gentiles for the Corinthians. If Jesus 
was ready to claim them as they 
were then, they don’t need to change 
now. 

October 2 
Read Colossians 2:15 
Whereas many would see Jesus’ 
death on the cross as shameful and 
lowering, Paul says that it was the 
powers of the world that were 
revealed as weak by the cross. 

October 3 
Read Luke 17:5-10 
Do you sometimes think your faith is 
too small to accomplish anything? 
Even tiny amounts of faith can 
accomplish astounding things, if we 
are bold enough to put it in action! 


