
keep their minds engaged.  One of the 
ways to keep a person’s mind engaged 
is to ask both positively and negatively 
worded questions.  This does not imply 
that there is something wrong with the 
church. 
Some of the questions seem to fit our 
church better than others?  Why is 
that? 
The CAT is a standard instrument that 
has been used with hundreds of 
churches.  By using a standard 
instrument, some questions will apply 
in certain churches better than 
others.  But the benefit is that you can 
use the results to help you understand 
your church in comparison to other 
churches like you.   
When I was taking the survey, it was 
hard to imagine how the information 
providing would be useful. Was it? 
The information found in the survey 
report generated from the responses is 
incredibly useful to help church 
leaders get a comprehensive picture of 
where the church is now.  A survey is a 
lot like a camera.  It takes a picture of 
who you are as a church.  Like a 
camera, it is very difficult to guess 
what a photograph looks like from 
simply looking at the camera.  In the 
same way, it is difficult to realize the 
value of the snapshot taken of your 
church simply by looking at the 
questions in the survey. 
Will each member of the congregation 
be given a copy of the survey results? 
The report generated by the 
assessment is called Vital Signs©. This 
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Now that we’ve finished filling out the 
CAT surveys, there might be some 
questions you have about the questions 
or your responses. Here’s a collection of 
FAQs from HolyCow! 
Why was it necessary to survey the 
congregation? 
It is always important for leaders to 
know the perspectives, experiences, 
and aspirations of the people they 
lead.  This is especially true when major 
decisions will be made regarding the 
future of the church. 
Don’t leaders know what members are 
thinking through their regular 
interactions with them? 
Research shows that leaders do not 
have a broad enough level of 
interaction with members to accurately 
gauge the perspectives of the entire 
church.  Their natural tendency to 
relate to a relatively small percentage of 
the congregation results in a view of the 
entire congregation that is skewed. 
Why was the survey so long? 
It is important to have a comprehensive 
picture of how the church is doing in 
the many different aspects of its 
life.  We can shorten the survey by 
making assumptions about different 
areas of the church’s ministry, but we 
didn’t want to guess about the views on 
the congregation.   
Some of the questions are negatively 
worded and seem to imply something 
is wrong.  Why can’t the questions all 
be positive? 
When people respond to surveys, they 
need a variety of questions that will 

Let’s Talk CAT Survey 

Upcoming Renewal Activities 

June 1-30: CAT Assessment portal 
open for members and friends to help 
our renewal process by answering 
questions related to the church 

(Date to be determined) Guest 
speaker focusing on about ministry 
opportunities as an older congregation 

August: Pastor Debra will return to the 
office on the 11th and will share about 
her Sabbatical time during the month. 

September, date to be determined: 
Representative from Holy Cow! Will be 
sharing results of our CAT assessment 
with the congregation. 

report is over 20 pages long and, like 
reading a medical lab report, requires 
a professional interpretation.  For this 
reason, a one or two-page summary of  
the results is generally provided to 
members, however the full report 
should be available in the church office 
for anyone who wants to review it. We 
will be scheduling an in-person 
interpretation with a consultant from 
Holy Cow! In September, once Pastor 
Debra has returned, so that we can all 
get the results together! 



Hurricane Season is here – How Does the Church 
Respond? 

It’s that time of year again - Hurricane season. Early predictions indicate a 
slightly more active Atlantic hurricane season than average ahead, though 
hopefully a step down from last years’ experience. There is a lack of El Niño, 
which usually suppresses hurricanes, and a moderate chance of La Niña 
conditions during the heart of hurricane season, which creates conditions 
helpful for hurricane development.  The predictions are for thirteen to 
eighteen named storms, with seven to ten being major hurricanes.   

Now is the time to dust off your emergency plans and make sure you are 
ready to act should a storm develop and head our way.  A list of common 
emergency plans and items is below – use them to see what supplies you 
might still need!  And as you consider your readiness in case of a hurricane, 
don’t forget about letting the church know where you plan to be should a 
storm come!  Please consider filling out an Emergency Plans Form – copies 
are available on our website or in our office. These forms let us know where 
you might go, if you have any needs, or if you are able to help others if they 
need help evacuating or recovering after a storm. 

Special Offering in July  
Our July Special Offering is once again a partnership with Operation Hope 
for their back to school drive!  The list below was supplied by Fellsmere 
Elementary School and includes supplies for all grade levels.  There are lots 
of school supplies on sale right now, so if you see something on the list, pick 
up some extras to help make sure that kids can go to school with backpacks 
full of supplies! We will start collecting items in the Sanctuary July 6th and 
finish on the 20th. 

Session Summary 

The session met on June 17th for 
their regular meeting. Matters 
discussed included the following: 
• The Active Membership roll 

increased by 3 with new 
members Judith and Derrick 
Fairman and Cindi Cundari, who 
were received May 18. The total 
Active Roll is now 76. 

• The Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper was celebrated on 
Sunday, June 1st. 

• Confirmation of email votes for 
hiring Alexis Dunne as Sexton 

• Email votes were unanimous in 
approval of Alexis being hired as 
Sexton 

• People donated 17 fans for 
Operation Hope Father’s Day. 
Lots of cash was also donated for 
fans, some of which will be 
saved for their Back-to-School-
Supplies drive. 

• Treasurer’s Report: 
• Actual Expenses in April: 

$5,682.20 
• Income year-to-date: 

$95,437.94  
• Expenses year-to-date: 

$77,593.12  
• Surplus year-to-date: 

$17,844.82  

• backpack (no wheels) 

• set of headphones 

• boxes of tissues 

• hand sanitizer 

• containers of disinfecting wipes (Clorox/
Lysol) 

• box of quart size Ziplock bags 

• box of gallon size Ziplock bags 

• #2 pencils 

• large pink erasers 

• boxes of Crayola crayons (8-count) 

• packs of glue sticks (5-6 count) 

• Fiskars scissors 

• pack of dry erase markers (EXPO brand) 

• composition notebooks 

• plastic pocket folders with prongs (red, 
blue, yellow, green) 

• Highlighter 

• Fine Point EXPO Markers 

• one inch 3- ring binders 

• box of colored pencils 

• pack of cap erasers 

• packs of Post-Its (3”x3”) 

• packs of pens (red and blue) 

• package of scotch tape 

• package of loose leaf paper 

Going Further to Help Students 

Mark your calendars now for the Special Offerings coming up in the next 
couple of months, and keep an eye on the next edition of the Chimes for 
more information: 

• Our Shoe Mission offering will be taken up on August 10th 

• On September 7th we will take up an offering for the Children’s Hunger 
Program 

THERE WILL BE NO  

SESSION MEETING IN JULY. 

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER. 



Word from the Herd—Pastor Debra’s Adventures 



Thank You to Those Who 
Blessed Us in Worship in June 

Elder of Month:  Anna Wood & 
Judy Irvine 
Ushers:  Marsh & Jim Corton, 
Layda Duda, Judy Irvine, Nancy & 
Evelyn Cox, Anna Wood, Lauren 
Bonefort 
Flowers Donated By:  Sam & Barb 
Musgrave, Terry Twardzik, Sue 
D’Imperio, Marsha Corton 

Senior 
Luncheon 

Senior Luncheon for 
July will be held Thursday, July 31st 
at 11:30 a.m. at Malabar Mo’s, 
2805 Malabar Rd.  Malabar, FL. 
Please contact Marsha Corton at 
macarter1950@yahoo.com for 
more information. Last day to sign 
up will be July 27th. 

Gary & Vicki Christensen 

July 13 

Won & BooCha Park 

July 13 

Penny & Loyal Slechta 

July 24 

Jim & Betty Gaidry 

July 28 

Richard & Heidi Edwards 

July 29 

Do You Like Daily 
Devotionals?  

Did you know that we have daily 
devotional booklets available in the 
sanctuary? The church buys a 
devotional called Upper Room in 
both regular and large print and 
makes them available to anyone 
who would like a copy. Devotions 
are written and submitted by 
Christians all across the country and 
seek to provide a practical way to 
listen to scripture, connect with 
believers, and spend time with God 
each day. We ask for a $1 donation 
to help defray the costs of providing 
it, but we are more than happy to 
see these devotionals go to a good 
home – consider taking one home 
for yourself or to share with 
someone else! 

Wednesday in the Word 
Bible Study is on hiatus 
during Pastor Debra’s 

Sabbatical. We will begin 
meeting again in August! 

The Sunday 
School class is on 

hiatus until  
August. 

Betty Gaidry 

July 1 

Mavis Mattadeen 

July 1 

BooCha Park 

July 3 

Rose Fausey 

July 6 

Heather Nokes 

July 9 

Jamie Woods 

July 10 

Michael Doran 

July 11 

Amy Carter 

July 12 

Annette Anastasia 

July 14 

Derrick Fairman 

July 15 

Dalip Singh 

July 15 

Sue D’Imperio 

July 18 

Chris King 

July 25 

Stan White 

July 26 



Spiritual Gifts: Ministries Within the Church 

In the last few months, there have been articles on Spiritual Gifts, talking about 
the gifts that motivate us to act and the gifts that manifest God’s power in our 
lives. This month, we will look at the Ministry gifts of the Spirit. But first, the 
answer to last month’s question: if you consider that there are 7 gifts associated 
with motivation, 9 with manifestation, and 5 with ministry, how many unique 
combinations of gifts are there? The answer is in the millions!  This means that 
even if you meet someone who has the “same” spiritual gift as you, the way they 
think about that gift, use that gift, and love doing may be different than you. The 
best way to learn about your unique Spiritual Gift is to pray, study scripture, and 
reflect on questions like “what are you passionate about?” “What are you skilled 
at doing?” or “What do you like doing?” and see where these things intersect with 
what God is doing in the church and in the world. 

For now, though, the ministry gifts! These gifts are talked about in Ephesians 4:11-
13 and are sometimes referred to as the Five-Fold Ministry. They are roles that 
believers have that equip and power the Church for effective ministry. They are: 

• Apostles: people who are sent to establish and oversee churches and 
ministries. They are seen as messengers, and those who have overall 
leadership vision for the Church. They are usually involved in establishing 
churches, providing leadership that ensures the church is heading the right 
direction, and testing the present work of the church to see how it matches up 
with scripture and sound doctrine. 

• Prophets: People who speak God’s truth and reveal God’s will, often giving 
guidance. Sometimes they call the church and individuals to repentance, 
sometimes they have divine insight, and occasionally there is an element of 
future-telling. All are centered in revealing God’s perspective, however, and 
encouraging others to live according to God’s will and plan. 

• Evangelists: those who spread the Gospel and call people to salvation. They 
are passionate about reaching those who are lost and ensuring the message of 
Christ reaches as many people as possible. They not only preach the Gospel, 
they help equip others to share the Gospel as well, thus their ministry can be 
to new believers and experienced Christians. 

• Pastors: Individuals who care for and guide the church, providing spiritual care 
and leadership. Their focus is on the people within the church to provide 
teaching, counseling, and support, with a goal of seeing believers grow 
spiritually. Their role can be guide, protector, teacher, and counselor as they 
walk with and lead believers through life. 

• Teachers: People who instruct the church in God’s Word, helping others 
understand and apply Scripture. They are gifted in explaining, instructing, and 
clarifying the truths of scripture so that others understand and are able to 
follow God’s will. They could be good at seeing connections throughout 
scripture or breaking down difficult concepts. Through sharing their insights, 
they equip believers to be able to be mature in their understanding and 
faithfulness. 

Overall, the ministry gifts equip the body of Christ for service, build up the Church, 
and prepare believers to fulfill the work of ministry. 

News From the 
Renewal Team 

If you recall, Debra mentioned in the 
May/June Chimes that we hoped to 
have a guest speaker in July focusing 
on ministry opportunities as an older 
congregation.  

We are pleased to announce we will 
have Holly Dillon, General Presbyter 
of Tampa Bay Presbytery join us. 
Debra and Holly met up at a Board 
of Pensions workshop in May, and 
they chatted about our church’s 
desire for renewal and discernment 
about options for an older 
congregation. This is a topic near 
and dear to Holly and she agreed to 
come and speak with us on Sunday, 
July 27th.  

She will preach for us that day 
followed by a church provided lunch 
and then a discussion and sharing of 
ideas for all to participate in.  

Please plan on joining us as we move 
forward with discerning what the 
future may hold for Palm Bay 
Presbyterian Church.  





IN THE WORD 
First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay Daily Devotion 

July 1 
Read Acts 2:44-45 
The selling of possessions and 
communal support was a sign of faith 
and commitment in the early church, 
and that supporting one another 
more important than personal care. 

July 2 
Read Acts 2:46-47 
The believers' lives were marked 
by praise, worship, generosity, 
fellowship, prayer, and community. 
They inspired others around them 
and were attracting others to join. 

July 3 
Read 1 Peter 2:19-20 
Peter offers a teaching on how to 
understand persecution from others 
rather than approbation. We need to 
seek to do good, not to be popular 
with others. 

July 4 
Read 1 Peter 2:21 
Peter says that Christ set before 
us an example of suffering for 
righteousness. Is this something you 
have ever thought about? What does 
it mean to be willing to live that out? 

July 5 
Read 1 Peter 2:22-23 
This description of the way Christ 
suffered is more than a list of his 
experience - it is the way in which 
he handled it. Jesus responded with 
trust, not anger or vengeance. 

July 6 
Read 1 Peter 2:24-25 
Peter calls everyone sheep who had 
gone astray, whose sin Jesus took 
from then. What are we supposed to 
do with our freedom? What does it 
mean to live for righteousness? 

July 7 
Read Psalm 31:1-2 
This Psalm begins with a plea to the 
Lord to be a refuge, a place of safety. 
Have you ever called out to the Lord 
to protect you? Why and what from? 

July 8 
Read Psalm 31:3-4 
The Psalmist is asking that the Lord 
protect him from "the net that is 
hidden" - there is some kind of plot 
that has been put in place. 

July 9 
Read Psalm 31:5 
We are used to hearing these words 
from Jesus' mouth. What does it 
mean for a person to trust their spirit 
to the Lord, despite their fears? 

July 10 
Read Psalm 31:7-8 
The Psalmist does not trust in the 
Lord without reason - he has had 
experience of the Lord being faithful 
and providing for his needs. What 
would you thank the Lord for? 

July 11 
Read Psalm 31:9-12 
The Psalmist feels broken, 
abandoned, and scorned. Have you 
ever felt like this? What does it mean 
to have an advocate in those times - 
someone on your side? 

July 12 
Read Psalm 31:13-14 
No matter what others whisper, the 
Psalmist has made their choice to 
trust in the Lord, and will not turn to 
another in worship. This is no fair-
weather friend. 

July 13 
Read Psalm 31:15-16, 24 
Having made a choice to trust the 
Lord, the Psalmist now asks the Lord 
to be faithful in return, and tells 
others to similarly take courage and 
trust in the Lord. 

July 14 
Read John 14:15-16 
As part of Jesus' last instructions to 
his disciples, he tells them to keep his 
commandments. Jesus also asks the 
Father to give the disciples help - the 
Holy Spirit. 

July 15 
Read John 14:17 
The Holy Spirit is not inherent in 
people - the Spirit's presence in each 
of our lives is a gift of God, one that 
not everyone will understand, accept, 
or follow for themselves. 



First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay Daily Devotion 

July 16 
Read John 14:18-19 
The assurance that Jesus gives that he 
will not leave his disciples as orphans 
is powerful - knowing we are not 
alone is one of the most encouraging 
gifts we can be given. 

July 17 
Read John 14:20-21 
Have you ever worried that someone 
won't like you? Does it help when 
you know beforehand that you share 
an acquaintance, loved one, or 
interest? Jesus does this for us! 

July 18 
Read Psalm 66:8-12 
The imagery here is that of metal 
being tested and refined - what 
remains is recognized as precious and 
valued. This is the way that God sees 
his people and cares about us. 

July 19 
Read Psalm 66:13-15 
This section of the psalm is a 
commitment of the worshiper to 
honor God and do what is promised 
and right when coming into his 
presence. 

July 20 
Read Psalm 66:16-20 
The Psalmist now addresses 
everyone else - to let them know 
they can approach God in a similar 
way to be forgiven and accepted 
when they show God a humble heart. 

July 21 
Read Psalm 68:1-2 
This Psalm starts out with a voice of 
anger and vindication - cries that the 
enemies of the Lord be defeated and 
the wicked punished. Have you ever 
wanted to pray something like this? 

July 22 
Read Psalm 68:3-5 
This is the other side of the coin - the 
righteous are called upon to rejoice, 
celebrate, and sing praise to the one 
who conquers, and to be joyful rather 
than fearful before him. 

July 23 
Read Psalm 68:6 
There is a statement in this verse that 
those who are most vulnerable or 
hopeless can rely on the Lord to be 
good to them, and to care about their 
pain and circumstance. 

July 24 
Read Psalm 68:7-8 
This depiction of the Lord's 
protection says that he goes out 
before his people to protect them 
and to make the way they were 
traveling open to them when they 
got there. 

July 25 
Read Psalm 68:9-10 
The blessings of the Lord are 
abundant, and his restoration 
complete. Those who seek a home 
find one in the Lord, and those who 
are in need find sustenance. 

July 26 
Read Psalm 68:32-33 
Everyone in the earth, from 
individuals to nations, from lowly to 
heroic, is called upon to praise the 
Lord and recognize his power and 
worthiness to be worshiped. 

July 27 
Read Psalm 68:34-35 
All are called on to recognize that the 
Lord is mighty and powerful, worthy 
and wonderful. He always is, but we 
need to open our eyes and hearts to 
acknowledge that truth ourselves. 

July 28 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
Paul is experienced with the habit 
of people to find ways of dividing 
themselves. He wants to be clear 
that the gifts of the Spirit are given to 
unite the church and make it whole. 

July 29 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:7 
The purpose of Spiritual gifts is to 
build up the church - not buildings 
or institutions, but people - for the 
purpose of fulfilling the mission 
Christ has given us to share the 
Gospel. 

July 30 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
The list of gifts that Paul gives here is 
descriptive rather than exhaustive - 
examples of there being a variety of 
abilities and strengths. Do you have 
one of these? A different gift? 

July 31 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:11 
Paul reiterated the unity again at 
the end of the list - all are given by 
one Spirit, so we are all pieces of 
one whole work rather than being 
separate entities in competition. 

August 1 
Read Colossians 2:16-17 
Paul wants the Corinthians to know 
they are not less than any other 
believer because of their background 
and practices. Only our trust in Christ 
is essential for our identity.  

August 2 
Read Colossians 2:18-19 
Paul warns the Colossians against 
getting distracted by pious practices 
that don’t keep one’s attention 
focused on Christ—he is the 
inspiration that we need. 


