
Pastor’sPastor’s  NoteNote
As part of the Annual 

Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, January 30th, I prepared 
a presentation on the trends we 
have seen at FPC Palm Bay over 
the last 5 years. This included a 
review of membership, worship 
attendance, and the income and 
expense trends. Even before the 
pandemic, we were shrinking 
in membership, though doing 
better at maintaining our worship 
numbers. The pandemic, however, 
has drastically impacted people’s 
ability and willingness to attend 
worship, and it has had an effect 
on giving as well.

Details of numbers and 
connections are part of the 
annual reports, but to state the 
bottom line, there is a connection 
between a loss of people attending 
worship and the income received, 
which has led to large deficits in 
both 2020 and 2021. Increased 
expenses and decreases in 
income are understandable, but 
not sustainable as a church.

Session has been keeping an 
eye on these numbers, and talking 
about possible solutions. There 
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What is the Vital Congregations 
Initiative?

VCI is a denominational initiative 
to help presbyteries and churches 
work together to revitalize 
congregations through building 
strengthened and authentic 
relationships with God and one 
another. It is a two-year process 
in which the first year is spent in 
connection, honest assessment of 
the history and present strengths 
and needs of the church, and 
envisioning what it means to show 
the 7 marks of vitality.
The second year is about joining 
Christ in the transformation being 
brought about and living faithfully 
into change.

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these So now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; but the greatest of these is LOVE.three; but the greatest of these is LOVE.

are efforts underway 
to control expenses, 
but the true solution 
will be to bring back 
and bring in new 
people to the church.

To this end, we have elected 
to join the Vital Congregations 
Initiative. It will help us as a 
congregation assess our strengths, 
seek vitality in faith and practice, 
and restore connection and energy 
as a congregation. I truly believe 
that we can renew FPC if we work 
together in the next two years, not 
just to get us back to maintaining 
where we were, but making the 
church vital and healthy again.

The first part of our participation 
in VCI will be February 13th, as 
we take a survey together as part 
of worship. Please make plans 
to attend that Sunday or come in 
during the week following to fill one 
out. Then, we will launch a Lenten 
Study and worship series to learn 
about the 7 Marks of Vitality.

If you would like a full copy of the 
annual reports, please contact the 
Office Administrator by emailing 
office@palmbaypres.org.



Do You Like Having Coffee and Snacks After Church?

FREE COVID TEST INFORMATION

After many years of running the kitchen, Terry Twardzik is retiring as chairperson of 
Fellowship. We appreciate her service and want to give her a  well-earned rest. So the 
Church is recruiting someone willing to be responsible for organizing the kitchen and 

recruiting volunteers. If this sounds like something you can do, please talk with  
Pastor Debra. Thank you!

Who can order tests as part of 
this program?
Tests are available for every 
residential address in the U.S., 
including U.S. Territories and 
overseas military and diplomatic 
addresses (APO/FPO/DPO).
How can I order tests and when?
Tests can be ordered online at 
COVIDtests.gov. Tests will usually 
ship within 7-12 days of ordering.
To place an order, all you need is 
your name and residential address. 
No ID, credit card, or health 
insurance information is required. 
You may also share your email 
address to get updates on your 
order.
Is there a limit to how many 
tests I can order?
Yes. To promote broad access, the 
initial program will only allow #44 
free individual tests per residential 
address.
Can I order more tests if I live 
in a large or multigenerational 
household?
No. To promote broad access, the 
initial program will only allow #44 
free individual tests per residential 
address.
There are numerous other options 
to get tested for free, including 
over 20,000 free testing sites 
across the country. If you have 
health insurance, your insurance 
will also cover the cost of over-
the-counter, at-home tests (up to 8 
at-home tests per month for each 
person on your plan).

Can I choose what type or brand 
of test I get?
All tests distributed as part of this 
program are FDA-authorized at-
home rapid antigen tests. You will 
not be able to choose the brand 
you order as part of this program.
When will I get my tests and 
how will they be delivered?
These tests will be delivered in 
the mail through the U.S. Postal 
Service. Tests will typically ship 
within 7-12 days of ordering.
All orders within the continental 
United States will be sent through 
First Class Package Service. 
Shipments to Alaska, Hawaii, U.S. 
Territories, and overseas military 
and diplomatic addresses (APO/
FPO/DPO) will be sent through 
Priority Mail.
Will I be able to track when my 
order status?
Yes. There is an option for you 
to provide an email address to 
receive email notifications with 
shipping updates.
Once your order is shipped, you 
will receive an email with an 
estimated delivery date and a 
tracking number. You can track the 
status of your delivery on USPS.
com.
All orders within the continental 
United States will be sent through 
First Class Package Service. 
Shipments to Alaska, Hawaii, U.S. 
Territories, and overseas military 
and diplomatic addresses (APO/

FPO/DPO) will be sent through 
Priority Mail.
Can I pick up my tests 
somewhere or have them held 
at my local Post Office instead 
of getting them shipped to my 
home?
No. This program is designed 
to send free tests to your home 
through the mail.
Who do I contact if I ordered 
my tests but they have not 
been delivered?
To get help with a delivery issue, 
please contact USPS.
Will my tests come with 
instructions on how to use 
them?
Yes. Tests will have instructions 
on how to use them.
When should I use my tests?
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
recommends that you take an at-
home test:
If you begin having COVID-19 
symptoms like fever, sore throat, 
runny nose, or loss of taste or 
smell, or
At least 5 days after you come 
into close contact with someone 
with COVID-19, or
When you’re going to gather with 
a group of people, especially 
those who are at risk of severe 
disease or may not be up to date 
on their COVID-19 vaccines.



RESOURCES FOR YOU

We are providing several resources 
for you at this time.  
• Facebook:  We are also live-

streaming Sunday worship 
services and occasionally 
have special videos.

• YouTube: Copies of our 
Sunday services are loaded 
onto Youtube in case you 
missed  them on Facebook. 

• Website: Please visit our 
website for information about 
the church that includes 
commonly-requested forms, 
links to worship services 
and information about our 
ministries and programs.

CHECK OUT OUR 
TABLETS!

The church has 3 tablets that 
are available to be checked 
out in order to watch videos 
of worship and other events 
without needing a computer. 

Call today to ask for one!

SESSION

PER CAPITA 2022

pastoral support if there is an 
emergency, and moving the 
session meeting as needed.

 † Session approved communion 
to be served the first Sunday of 
each month through January 
2023 as well as Maundy 
Thursday and Christmas Eve.

 † Session approved to allow 
deacons to assist elders 
as needed in distributing 
elements of communion for 
worship services and home 
communion.

 † Session approved a request 
from Marylynn Yust to borrow 
tables for a yard sale at 
the Eagles in support of a 
charitable fund. The church will 
also be given remaining items 
for our Yard Sale.

Following the Session Meeting, 
the Corporation Board held a 
meeting to elect Board officers 
for 2022. Cassie Clark was 
elected President, Mike Allison 
Vice President, and Clyde Yust 
and Sam Musgrave will serve 
as Corporation Secretary and 
Treasurer, respectively, by virtue of 
their offices.

The session met on January 18th. 
Matters discussed included the 
following:
 † We welcomed new members 

of session and had a brief 
training on making motions 
at meetings, including what 
information is needed to make 
a motion complete.

 † We reviewed the treasurer’s 
report and looked at the year-
end figures. The increase to 
our insurance bill was onerous, 
and there was a large deficit in 
December.
 † Income for 2021: 

$183,453.62
 † Expenses for 2021: 

$207,824.12
 † Deficit for 2021:  

$24,370.50
 † The session approved a 

vacation for Pastor Debra from 
June 6th (Monday) through 
June 22nd (Thursday) as her 
family is planning a trip to the 
UK. Approving this vacation 
early will allow formal plans 
to be made for bringing in a 
guest preacher, arranging for 

In the PC(USA) denomination,
individual churches help support 
the mission of the larger
denomination, including Presbyter-
ies, Synods, and General Assem-
bly. This is done through the per 
capita apportionment, an amount 
paid by each church based on its 
membership. The per capita

rate for 2022 will be $19.25 per
active member with $8.98 going to
GA, $1.50 to Synod, and $8.77 to
Presbytery. The church pays this
apportionment amount out of our
general fund, but members may
choose to offset their per capita
amount if they so desire.



The Senior Luncheon will be on
February 24th at 11:30 at Olive 
Garden, 2508 W. New Haven Ave, 
West Melbourne, FL 32904.
Please call Marsha Carter at
321-917-2760 or email her at
macarter1950@yahoo.com to sign
up no later than February 21st.

The Wednesday Bible Study will 
be continuing to look at Women 
in the New Testament through 
Wednesday, February 16th before 
pausing for Lenten studies. Bring 
lunch or a snack and join us in the 
Library at noon for exciting stories 
and conversation!

Cheryl & Grady Evans 
February 6

Susan & Mike Allison 
March 6

There is a new Sunday School 
class starting Sunday, February 
6th! The class will be held at 8:45 
in the CE library, and will allow 
participation of those who also 
want to sing in the choir or help 
usher on Sundays. Chris Cox and 
Mike Allison will be leading the 
class. The first topic will be looking 
at the Prophets. Coffee will be 
provided.

The church is holding a Yard 
Sale March 12th.  Volunteers are 
needed to help with organization, 
sorting, pricing, etc. beginning 
Marsh 7th. A sign up sheet will be 
in the church, or you can contact 
Marsha Carter to let her know you 
would be interested in helping. 
As for bringing in items, please 
hold onto them in your home until 
March 7th as our storage space is 
extremely limited. Thank you!

Flower Chart Signups – Do you 
enjoy the flowers we have in the 
sanctuary each Sunday? Are there 
special people or occasions in 
your life you wish to honor with 
flowers? There are still some 
weeks available! Please sign up 
on the new chart in the sanctuary 
or call the office at (321) 725-8484 
to reserve your desired spot(s).

Emmy Wohlenberg 
February 4

Stephen Dixon 
February 8

Earl Hill 
February 9

Kaylee Clark 
February 10

Phyllis Stone 
February 10

Duane Chin-Quee 
February 13

Ronnie Dayton 
February 14

Judy Irvine 
February 15

Fedmin Davis 
February 18

Rosa Doig 
February 24

Cali Karnetsky 
February 24

Susan Allison 
February 26

Mark Cather 
February 26

Fran Phillips 
February 26

James Corton 
March 4



At our Family Promise Board 
Meeting, Tara Pagliarini, Executive 

Director reviewed 2021.

Here are some highlights from our 
programs:

Hosting
34 families (117 individuals) were 
in the hosting program with 96% 
still in housing.This is most ever 
families to be hosted in one year, 
and our highest percent housing 
retention rate.

Stabilization
100% of families that exited the 
Stabilization Program had a valid 
lease.

Prevention
Prevention saw 96% of families 
served exit the program with 
stable housing intact.Overall 550 
households were served.

On February 
6th, we will take 
up an offering in 
support of PCUSA 
mission coworkers. 
This offering has 
traditionally been 
taken up in support of the BIRP 
project, but BIRP has voted to 
suspend operations for a year. 
Since the emphasis of the BIRP 
projects has always been support 
of international missions, Session 
felt it was appropriate to earmark 
the offering for mission coworkers, 
instead. 
Please consider supporting this 
offering that helps our mission 
coworkers share Christ around 
the world and support our partner 
denominations as they do the 
same.

REPORT FROM FAMILY PROMISESPECIAL
OFFERING

Thank You to those 
who blessed all of 
us in worship in 

JANUARY:

Elder of Month: Clyde 
Yust

Ushers: Sue & Brian Clark, 
Ronnie & Jack Dayton, 
Judy Rutter, Barbara 
Musgrave and Marylynn 
Yust

Flowers Donated By: 
Debra & Chris Cox, Donna 
Aguilera, Terry Twardzik, 
Tom Glew

And, as always,Case Management 
was deeply involved in all 3 
Programs.

Summary
During this very trying year, Family 
Promise served more shelter 
households with a higher success 
rate than ever before in our 9 year 
history in Brevard. We also nearly 
doubled the number of families 
served in our Stabilization program 
and Thank You.
You, our invaluable Coordinators, 
and your faith communities are 
the heart and soul and literally the 
hands and feet — that made our 
Hosting Program possible. “Thank 
you” seems so inadequate to 
express how awed we are by your 
dedication, how overwhelmed 
we are by your hard work and 
persistence, and how humbled we 
are to work along beside you.

Lord God above, You have filled our 
hearts with love;

May we on this Valentine's Day be 
mindful and remember to pray,

For those we hold close to our heart,
May they feel the love You impart.





First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay Weekly Devotional

February 1
Read Jeremiah 1:7-8
What is God’s response to Jeremiah? 
What reasons does he give as to why 
Jeremiah’s young age is not an obstacle? 
What reassurance does he give to bolster 
Jeremiah’s confidence?

February 2
Read Jeremiah 1:9-10
The very heart of a prophet’s work is to 
speak the truth of God, yet their words 
are often received as though it is their 
personal opinion. Why is it important to 
make a distinction?

February 3 
Read Luke 4:14-22
When Jesus returns home as part of 
his ministry, people at first spoke well of 
him and were eager to listen. Are you 
predisposed to like someone who is from 
your home area?

February 4
Read Luke 4:23-27
Jesus quickly discourages any ideas that 
the local peoples’ connection to him will 
benefit them somehow. How might you 
react if you felt someone was rejecting 
your shared history?

February 5
Read Luke 4:28-30
The crowd quickly turns violent and 
dangerous. How did Jesus engage with 
them at this point? Do you consider 
his overall interaction with them to be 
successful or not? Why?

February  6 
Read Jeremiah 17:5-6
There are harsh words for those who trust 
in things and people of this world. Why 
would Jeremiah compare this to living in 
parched places? What is missing?

February 7 
Read Jeremiah 17:7-8
Trusting in the Lord is compared to a tree 
whose roots are near a stream of fresh 
water – what are the images of reliability, 
sustainability, and vitality in these verses?

February 8 
Read Jeremiah 17:5-8
Jeremiah offers two different worldviews 
in these verses – have you found his 
assessment to be true in your life? If 
examined closely, where do you place 
your trust?

February 9
Read 1 Corinthians 15:1
Paul is about to offer more than a 
summary – it is the very foundation that 
gives strength and purpose. What are 
your foundational beliefs? What holds you 
together?

February 10
Read 1 Corinthians 15:2
More than a foundation, holding to these 
beliefs causes work to be done in us 
towards our salvation. How does your faith 
change you and cause you to grow?

February 11
Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
Paul calls the message of Christ’s death 
and resurrection “of first importance” 
– why is it so essential, to believers in 
general and to you in particular?

February 12
Read 1 Corinthians 15:5-8
Paul stresses the number of times and the 
persons to whom Jesus appeared after 
his death. It is simply to convince others it 
was real, or do you think there is more to 
it?

February 13 
Read Luke 5:1
Has there ever been a time you were 
eager to hear someone speak, sing, or 
perform? What did it feel like to “press in” 
to try to get close to that person or group?

February 14
Read Luke 5:1-3
Jesus gets into Simon’s boat, in part, to 
give himself distance from the crowd. Do 
you ever need time or space to be more 
effective? How do you make sure you get 
it?

February 15
Read Luke 5:2-5
The text makes clear the time of fishing 
is done, and Simon reports it was an 
unsuccessful day. Why would he be willing 
to try again if Jesus directed him to?

Prayer is the breath, the watchword, the comfort, the strength, the honor of a Christian.



First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay Weekly Devotional

February 16
Read Luke 5:5-6
After an entire day’s futility, there is 
suddenly an overwhelming result. Are 
you prepared in your life for unexpected 
blessing? What would overwhelming favor 
do to you?

February 17
Read Luke 5:9-10
Simon, James, and John are all amazed 
at the miracle, but after their success, 
Jesus issues them a new job description. 
How would it feel to start over just as you 
reached success?

February 18
Read Luke 5:9-10
Simon, James, and John are all amazed 
at the miracle, but after their success, 
Jesus issues them a new job description. 
How would it feel to start over just as you 
reached success?

February 19
Read Luke 5:9-11
What compelled the men to leave 
everything and follow Jesus? Was is 
only the miracle? What is it about your 
relationship with Christ that makes you 
want to follow him?

February 20
Read Acts 2:42
Have you ever “devoted” yourself to 
something in your faith life? Studied or 
prayed daily for something? What effects 
did you notice in your life, if any?

February 21
Read Acts 2:42
What is important about teaching, 
fellowship, sacraments, and prayers? 
Are there any other actions you consider 
foundational to your faith practice?

February 22
Read Acts 2:43
The reaction of the believers was awe at 
this action, because there were visible and 
amazing effects of this life. What effects of 
faithful practice do you see in the church? 
In your life?

February 23
Read Acts 2:44-45
Do you consider these verses to be a 
call to poverty or sacrifice? What about 
evidence of the believers being “all in”? 
Have you ever felt God call you to do 
something difficult?

February 24
Read Acts 2:46
Has there been a time when your sacrifice 
or service to others made you feel joyful? 
What causes, or takes away, your joy in 
serving God and others?

February 25
Read Acts 2:46-47
The effects are more than just personal 
– the believers praised God to others, 
garnered goodwill, and increased in 
numbers. Do you think this could still 
happen today?

February 26
Read Acts 2:46-47
Do you believe that the church (remember, 
it’s the people) have a vital and important 
role in the community? What is it that we 
have to offer that no one else can?

February 27
Read John 4: 1-4
The Pharisees found Jesus threatening 
to them, but do you think John didn’t 
like Jesus’ successes? Do you ever feel 
jealous about another person or church’s 
size?

February 28
Read John 4:4-10
Samaritan women were considered 
“unclean” and thus avoided by Jewish 
people. What power is there in engaging 
with a person who is often rejected by 
others?

March 1
Read John 4:10-15
Wrapped in metaphor, Jesus states boldly 
he has something to offer that no one 
before has had the power to give. What 
would make it worthwhile to risk trying 
something new?

March 2
Read John 4:15-26
Jesus packs a lot into this conversation, 
yet for all his topics, one thing threads 
through all of it – he speaks the truth. It 
is a powerful experience to hear, even if 
confusing.


