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Pastor's Note:
Growing Season

     Scripture is filled with references and
parables that relate our relationship with
God and the purposes he has for us to
growing things.  Trees bearing fruit become
the lesson for recognizing whether the Word
of God in our lives is leading us to grow and
change.  Fields in need of harvest are a

     It is the time of year when plants are on
sale and being put into yards and homes. 
 Flowers are blooming and the weather is
warm.  The grass starts to grow faster and so
do the weeds.
     Spring feels like it comes early to Florida,
but it isn't until April and May that you can
count on the weather being good for plants.  
And if you are the kind of person who
freshens up the garden at least once a year,
this is when all the materials you need are
found in abundance.

SERVICE
INFORMATION

Our Sunday service is at
10 am with 70 people in
the sanctuary. Please
continue to call the
church office to reserve a
seat!

We have social distanced
seating and a section for
those comfortable sitting
together. Congregants are
asked to please wear
masks when singing. 

For those who wish to
continue worshiping with
us online, services will be
live streamed on
Facebook and a copy will
be placed on YouTube.

     I pray that you will have a flourishing and
flowering season of growth this month.

symbol for all those in need of hearing
about the Good News of God's kingdom.
     So let us take a moment to consider the
connection of growing season and our lives.  
We have come through a long season
where the conditions were unfavorable for
growth.  Things we need in order to feel
more alive or come back from our
hibernation are becoming more and more
abundant.  The question remains - will we
burst forth and embrace this season?
     Plants need sunlight, rain, and air in order
to grow.  What do you as a person need?  Is it
time with others?  Is it a Bible Study,
devotional, or prayer partner?  Sometimes
soil needs to be turned over to create a
growth-rich environment: have you
checked the condition of your heart and
spirit to see if you are receptive to new grace
and callings?
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April Showers

Flowers



Word from 
the Herd

Continued prayers for:  Frank (Karola
Deluca's brother, heart attack),  Cubby
(Robin Watson's son, nerve damage),
Scotty (Terry Twardzik's son-in-law,
cancer), Pam (Barbara Horn's sister,
cancer), Vanessa (Robin Watson's friend,
cancer), Diane (friend of Fredricka
Hopkins, cancer), Bernard (Etiennes'
brother, depression), Fran Phillips (back),
Robin Watson (move, decisions), Steven
Musgrave (work),  Bob Ritter (pain,
health), Fredricka Hopkins (health), Scott
(friend of Judy Irvine, cancer)
MaryLynn Yust asks for prayers for her
friend, Kathryn, who is struggling with
confusion issues, her sister-in-law, June,
who is in Hospice care, a neighbor,
Rachel, who recently lost her son, and her
grandson, AJ, who recently had a cyst
removed from his lower spine.
Cheryl Evans asks for prayers for her
mother, who is now living at home again
after leaving the rehab center, and her
son Neil, for guidance and protection.
Vince & Sue D'Imperio 's friend Vivian had
major surgery on her foot. Prayers for
healing and pain reduction. 
Mark Cather's sister Cathy who  is battling
a resurgence of cancer.
Mavis Mattadeen continues to recover
from surgery on her gallbladder.
Judy Irvine asks for prayers for her friend,
Joanne, at the loss of her mother, and
another friend, Daryl, who has recently
been diagnosed with stomach cancer.
Fedmin and Kathleen Davis are at home
with COVID-19. Please pray for them.
Nancy Wallace asks for prayers for her
family for the passing of her nephew,
John.

Karola Deluca requests prayers
for her granddaughter, Kirsten,
who is undergoing testing related
to a mass in her brain.
Joanne Ritter asks for prayers of
condolence for friends Esther and
Cleon.
Please pray for the Suriel family
as they settle into their new home
in Massachusetts.

 There are a few people who would
appreciate cards from church
friends: Lewie and AnnaBelle
Schaaf, Marilyn McEachron,
Kathleen Kemp, and Ken and
Phyllis Knapp. 
Brian and Sue Clark's daughter,
Kaylee, and son-in-law, Jeremiah,
just celebrated their first
anniversary and were finally able to
have their formal wedding at the
end of April.

Send in your updates to be included in
this section of the newsletter by
contacting the office or Pastor Debra!

Facebook:  We are also live-
streaming Sunday worship
services and occasionally have
special videos.
Youtube: Copies of our
Sunday services are loaded
onto Youtube in case you
missed  them on Facebook. 
Dial My Calls: This  phone  
service provides voicemails to
let everyone know what is
going on or any need to know
updates. 

We are providing several resources
for you at this time.  

We would love you pray for you, your family, and
loved ones!  Please call the office at (321) 725-8484 or
email us at office@palmbaypres.org. to let us know!

Resources for
You

Need Prayer?
Let us Know!

 Prayer Requests 

Check out a
Tablet!

The church has 3 tablets that
are available to be checked out
in order to watch videos of
worship and other events
without needing a computer.
Call today to ask for one!

Prayer
Changes

Everything



Thank you to everyone who
contributed to our One Great Hour
of Sharing special offering last
month at our Easter service, we
love how our congregation
partners with the work of Christ!

On Sunday May 23rd,  we will taking up a special PCUSA offering for Pentecost. 

 A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young
people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering can be
retained by individual congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of young people
within their own community. The remaining 60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth,
and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.

Please consider giving to this wonderful cause!

 We will be collecting items  for mothers 
 until Sunday, May 2nd  to be given out by
Operation Hope. Jewelry, gift bags, and
soaps are great gifts, as is anything that
might make a mom feel special! A full list of
special offerings is posted on the mission
board in the sanctuary for any who wish to
check!

 Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they
 neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

Please continue to pray for our
schools throughout  the rest of the
2020-2021 school year. that the
year ends smoothly and without
large outbreaks of COVID-19. 

We have had several people ask why
there is a food truck parked outside of

the CE building - the food truck is
parked there so that the school can

make hot meals for students who are
in need of a meal at lunchtime.

The Men's Breakfast 
has resumed meeting 
at Dottie's  the first 
Saturday of each  
month for food and fellowship with other
men from both First Presbyterian and
Good Shepherd. No reservations are
needed, simply come at 8am on May 1st.
Contact Gary Christensen for more details!

Mission Notes

Why a
Food

Truck?

MATTHEW 6:28-29

Men's Breakfast Don't Forget
About Tax
Day!
Last month, the  Treasury Department
and Internal Revenue Service
announced that the federal income tax
filing due date for individuals for the 2020
tax year will be automatically extended
from April 15, 2021, to May 17, 2021. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A28-29&version=ESV


Birthdays
05/05  Nancy Hudack

05/06  Mason Carter

05/10  Maryssa Clark

05/10  Debra Cox  

05/16  Michelle King

05/18   Vicki Christensen

05/21 Mary Hamilton

05/22  Lynda Dussler

05/28  Dorothy Melbourne

05/30  Dennis King

05/30  Veronica King

05/31  Lewie Schaff

06/10  Jim Lilley

06/15  Annabelle Schaaf

Anniversaries
05/24  David Collins & Lynda Dussler

05/31  Duane Chin-Quee  & Sabrina Dalo

06/03  Sam & Barbara Musgrave

6/08 Chris & Debra Cox

06/15  Don & Sue Weaver

ACTS 2:3-4

They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated
and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as
the Spirit enabled them.

Thank you to all who
came out to our April
lunch - we had a 
lovely time enjoying food and one
another's company at
Hemmingway's in Melbourne!  This
month, the luncheon will be held
on Thursday, May 27th, at 11:30
at The Shack (4845 Dixie Hwy NE,
Palm Bay,  32905). Please call
Marsha Carter at 321-917-2760 or
email her at
macarter1950@yahoo.com to sign
up no later than May 24th.

Birthdays &
Anniversaries 

Senior Lunch Wednesday
Bible Study

Feel free to bring a packed lunch and
study God's word with us!  Right
now the class is learning more about
the Holy Spirit in preparation for
Pentecost and all are welcome to
join the conversation!

Come join us every Wednesday at
noon for our midweek bible study!

Still looking to get a COVID-19
vaccination? Visit the website
below, type in the area code you are
looking for, and a list will be
generated of pharmacies and
doctors offices that will administer
them for you!

vaccinefinder.org/search/

Where Can I
Get a COVID-
19 Vaccine?

We have recently hired two new people
to the staff of First Presbyterian, Palm
Bay.  Please help welcome them when
you see them!  We will include some
pictures and more information about
them in our next newsletter.

Jim Elias is joining us as our new sexton.  
He worked for many years at Florida
Institute of Technology and brings a lot
of experience willingness to help out
wherever possible.

Donna Aguilera will be starting May 3rd
as our new Office Administrator.  She has
a lot of experience and an outgoing and
engaging personality that will make you
feel like a long-time friend very quickly. 
 She is semi-retired and has a passion to
make a difference with her time through
using her training in marketing and
graphic design. She comes to us from
being the Executive Assistant at a
community development organization
in Melbourne.

Welcome 
our new
Staff!

mailto:macarter1950@yahoo.com


We know that Christ,
being raised from the
dead, will never die

again; death no longer

For “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of
grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word
of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good
news that was preached to you.

Good News! Shepherd’s Center of
South Brevard plans to resume
classes October 7, 2021 at Peace
Lutheran Church on Port Malabar
Blvd, Palm Bay. 
They are working to bring
participants a schedule of new and
old favorite classes and are looking
forward to seeing everyone again.
Schedules will be e-mailed in late
August and will be available on the
website, shepherdcenterofsb.org, 
 along with all their latest
information. 
If you would like to be added to the
mailing list, call 321-209-1691 leave
your name, phone number, and spell
out your email address. If you do not
have a computer, leave your name,
phone number, and mailing address.
You may also email questions or
suggestions to  them at
shepctrosb@gmail.com.

I am a flower

I live only for the hours

during which time I shower

with fragrance my surrounds.

I am a flower

I live only for the hour

let me empower

your presence with my vibrant life.

Through my brief days

I am kissed by the suns rays

and lovingly by the wind caressed.

How wonderfully am I blessed.

I am a sculptured chalice for the

rain,

I know no pain,

for I am rooted deep in the rich sod,

the outer substance of God.

What is going on with home-
owners and property insurance?

1 PETER 1:24-25 

Highlights from the April Session
meeting:

It was moved and approved to
add Jim Elias to our account at
Ace to order supplies as needed.
It was moved and approved to
designate Dan and Elizabeth
Turks as the recipients of monies
earmarked in our budget to
support missionaries. The Turks
are PCUSA mission co-workers in
Madagascar.
It was moved and approved to
grant permission to the school to
hold graduation / promotion
services in the sanctuary this
May.

There were two called session
meetings recently where Session
discussed and approved making job
offers to Jim Elias as sexton and
Donna Aguilera as office
administrator, as well as examining
new members.

Session Notes Shepherd
Center Update

There has been an increase of
lawsuits against insurance
companies connected to a law
that allows higher fees to be
collected by lawyers who file suit.
Increased claims by roof-
replacement companies claiming
normal wear-and-tear as covered
damage under policies.

At the church and among our
members, there have been increases
in rates for homeowners' insurance.
We recently received a note that
helped explain why rates are
increasing by so much:

Re-insurance fees for insurance
companies are rising, and they
are passing on those increases to
their customers.

While there is not a lot that can be
done about the fee hikes, if you are
concerned about what your
insurance bill may look like going
forward, contact your insurance
carrier now to ask what kind of
increases you may be facing, and
whether there are any policy changes
you might want to make to keep your
rates affordable.

The Flower
by Robert Gresak

(South Africa)

mailto:shepctrosb@gmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A28-29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A28-29&version=ESV




Weekly Devotional 

First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay

IN THE WORD
First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay

May 1 (from last edition) May 3
Read 1 John 4:7
This text has a lot to say about why
we should obey Jesus' command to
love one another. When we love one
another, we embrace and
participate in the love that God has
and gives to his children.

May 5 May 6
Read 1 John 4:9-10
The sending of Jesus shows us the
extent of God's love - his presence
among us is what reassures us that
the loving character of God is
something we can have confidence
in. His love is real, and it is big.

Read 1 John 4: 11
Again, John moves from
comprehension to response - since
we understand God's love for us, we
should be ready to do the same for
one another. We are always blessed
for the purpose of blessing others.

May 8 May 9: Sunday
Read  1 John 4:13
If you aren't sure that you are good
enough, take heart - you don't have
to be perfect, because God's Spirit is
in you.  Stop trying to make yourself
better and pray that God's love in
you would be easier to see.

Read John 17:6-19
This text is a prayer that Jesus makes
before his betrayal and arrest. On his
last night, Jesus spent time praying
for his disciples, knowing he would
not be with them anymore. Jesus
prays for you, too - remember that!

May 11 May 12
Read  John 17: 7-8
All that Jesus shared came from the
Father - he did come to give new
instructions, he came to help people
understand the Father's intention
and meaning when we
misunderstood what was said.

Read John 17: 9-10
When Jesus prays for his people, he
reminds the Father that we are his
beloved children, different from all
else in creation, because we carry
the image of Christ in us. Do you see
yourself as being special to God?

May 10
Read  John 17: 6
Jesus is always clear that those that
follow him always have and still
belong to the Father. God does not
compete with himself for our loyalty
- when we follow Jesus or respond to
the Spirit, we honor the Father, too.

May 14 May 15
Read  John 17: 12-13
Jesus prays out loud so his disciples
know the blessing he is asking for
them, and that God is faithful to
protect. What comfort will you take
from reading this prayer?

Read John 17: 14-16
Jesus makes clear that his followers
will not and should not get along
with the world, yet must live in it.
How do you manage the tension of
not fitting in with the world?

May 13
Read  John 17: 11
Jesus worries that without his
presence, his people will be
fractured and lost. In what ways do
you feel the effects of the church
being fractured in the world today?

May 7
Read  1 John 4:12
If you ever need a reason to love
someone or do the right thing, think
of this: you may be the closest that a
person ever gets to seeing God's love
in action. Do your words and actions
represent God well?

Read Psalm 23:6
Is David sure of goodness and mercy
and dwelling in the Lord's house or
because he will dwell there? What
benefits do we receive for simply
choosing to be close to God?

Read 1 John 4:7-13
Showing the quality of love in what we
do is important - it is how others are
able to see the depth of God's love. We
are called to love, and given love by
God to share. 

May 2 (from last edition)

May 4
Read  1 John 4:8
This verse has a warning /
condemnation feel to it. How can we
as God's children claim to know and
serve him if we refuse to understand
and model this foundational aspect
of his character?



May 17
Read Acts 10:34-35, 44-46
Peter begins his speech saying that
God shows no partiality, yet many
are surprised when they see this in
action. Have you ever been surprised
at who God has blessed?

May 18
Read  Acts 10:42-43
Peter shares that he and the other
disciples have been commanded to
preach, because everyone who
believes is saved. You have the very
same calling, for the same reason.

May 20 May 21
Read Acts 10:45-46
The gifts the Gentiles show are the
same as on the day of Pentecost,
making the connection to the Holy
Spirit clear for all to see. There are
many gifts, all from the same Spirit.

Read Acts 10:47
The water baptism the Gentiles
receive comes after the Spirit in this
case - sometimes, God moves in us
before we are ready to acknowledge
him, and God is okay with that.

May 23: Sunday May 24
Read  Acts 2:1-21
Happy Birthday, Church! This is the
day that we celebrate the Spirit
empowering the disciples to be the
church for the first time. When we
proclaim Christ, we do the same.

Read Acts 2:1-2
When the Spirit comes, all the
disciples are gathered together. We
teach that being around other
Christians makes it easier to sense
and respond to God's presence.

May 26 May 27
Read  Acts 2:5-13
Even in the face of overwhelming
evidence of God's power and grace,
some will always find an excuse to
ignore him. Will you let those people
deprive you of your confidence?

Read Acts 2: 14-21
Peter responds to the critics in a clear
manner - he points out the lie, then
points everyone back to scripture for
understanding. It's a great recipe for
dealing with skeptics and critics.

May 29 May 30: Sunday
Read John 15: 27-16:?
Jesus' teachings on the Holy Spirit
don't end with the chapter - keep
reading as far as you feel led today to
learn more about the Spirit's work.

Read Galatians 5:13-25
There is a famous comic book quote:
"With great power comes great
responsibility." What will you do with
what God has given you?

May 16: Sunday
Read Acts 10:34-48
This is the story of Gentiles hearing
the Gospel and coming to the faith,
even before they were baptized. This
action changed the Church, making
everyone welcome to receive grace.

May 19
Read Acts 10: 44
It was not just the Gentiles who
needed to learn something this day -
the believers needed a lesson in
God's grace as well. We have to stay
open to our thoughts changing too!

May 22
Read Acts 10:48
It is important to note that Peter
follows up with the newly baptized.
Our responsibility to new believers
doesn't end with their profession of
faith - it begins there.

May 25
Read Acts 1:3-4
Notice this detail: all present receive
the Spirit, and each acted only as the
Spirit gave them ability. We all have
the Spirit in us, yet in unique ways.
What is your special gift?

May 28
Read John 15:26-27
It is good to remember what Jesus
said about the Spirit as well - it is an
Advocate for us, coming from the
Father, and testifies the truth!

June 1
Read Galatians 5:14-15
Have you ever noticed how easy it is
to argue with other people? Or be
consumed by anger, even for a
moment? This is why we have to be
careful at all times to keep loving.

May 31
Read Galatians 5:13
Paul warns Christians early on that
the freedom from the law we have
been given is not freedom for
lawlessness - our purpose in life is
not self-indulgence. What is it?

June 2
Read Galatians 5:16-17
The duality of the flesh and spirit is
something we all experience - when
our wants are at odds with our
values. How do you manage these
inner conflicts?


