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Pastor's Note: Who
is St. Patrick?

WORSHIP SERVICE
INFORMATION

May the strength of God pilot us,
May the wisdom of God instruct us,

May the hand of God protect us,
May the word of God direct us. 

- St. Patrick

     Born in Britain to a Roman family, Patrick was
captured as a slave at 16 and taken to Ireland.  After
years of labor, he escaped back to Britain and
almost starved to death before being reunited with
his family.  Some time later, he had a dream of a
crowd of people in Ireland pleading with him to
return.  He chose to do so in order to teach them
about Christ, which he did with humility, zeal, and
effective examples (like using a 3-leaf clover to help
explain the trinity).   He struggled with feeling
unprepared for his ministry due to lack of
education, and his autobiography reflects this, but
that did not stop him from being successful in his
mission to serve others and win their respect.
    While it is somewhat difficult to place the dates
during which Patrick lived, he is generally thought
to have done the bulk of his ministry during the
latter half of the 5th century, about 150 years after
Christianity became legal in the Roman Empire.
The date of Patrick's death was March 17th, which
is still celebrated as his feast day and has become
the holiday we now celebrate as St. Patrick's Day.

In anticipation of Easter and because the
COVID-19 numbers in the area are all looking
good, we will be expanding the seating in the
sanctuary. We will still mask during singing
and have social distance seating available, but
we are working towards a capacity of 70 by
Easter.
There will be a Maundy Thursday service on
April 1st at 6:00 p.m. with communion.  Please
contact the office to sign up for this service.
There will be one Easter service at 10:00 a.m.
that we hope to have as many people attend
as possible and to "feel full" in the sanctuary
that day.  If we reach capacity for that service,
we will offer a 7 a.m. service at another
location, but as we are working to promote
one large service together, we will not
promote that service until the 10 a.m. service
is filled.  More details will be in the bulletin
each week.  Call the office to sign up to attend!

Holy Week and Easter are coming!  The worship
committee has discussed plans for Holy Week and
we want to share them here:

On Sundays we are holding a 
 single service that begins at 
 10 am with 45 people in the
sanctuary.

Please continue to call the
church office to reserve a seat
- they will be limited as
noted!

Congregants are asked to
please wear masks when
singing, and whenever not
able to maintain social
distance. 

For those who wish to
continue worshiping with us
online, services will be live
streamed on Facebook and a
copy will be placed on
YouTube.
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Holy Week Plans



Word from 
the Herd

Cassandra, Judy Quirco's daughter, is
waiting for biopsy results for a mass.  Please
pray for  this test as well as her overall health
as she continues to live with the heart
pump.
We received word that Lunette Reid passed
away, please keep the family in prayer.
Continued prayers for:  Frank (Karola
Deluca's brother, heart attack),  Cubby
(Robin Watson's son, nerve damage),
Scotty (Terry Twardzik's son-in-law,
cancer), Pam (Barbara Horn's sister,
cancer), Vanessa (Robin Watson's friend,
cancer), Diane and John (friends of
Fredricka Hopkins, cancer), Bernard
(Etiennes' brother, depression), Fran
Phillips (back), Robin Watson (move,
decisions), Steven Musgrave (work), the
Rutter family (grief) Bob Ritter (pain,
health)., Fredricka Hopkins (health), Wilma
Heriot (health)
Raye Neimeyer is grieving the loss of her
brother-in-law, who was the only other
remaining family member from her
generation. Please keep her and the family
in prayer.
Jack Dayton's aunt, Millie, passed away in
her home with family nearby. Please keep
their family in prayer as they grieve.
Nancy Hudack is recovering well from her
knee surgery - please pray for her continued
recovery and rehabilitation.
Judy Irvine asks for prayer for her friend
Scott, who has lung cancer and tumors in
his brain, as well as an infection in his foot
that is making him unable to walk.
MaryLynn Yust asks for prayers for her
friend, Kathryn, who is struggling with
confusion issues.
Cheryl Evans asks for prayers for her
mother, who is now living at home again
after leaving the rehab center.
Vince & Sue D'Imperio 's friend Vivian had
major surgery on her foot. Prayers for
healing and pain reduction. 
Please pray for Kay, Ronnie Dayton's
stepmother, who fell and broke her ribs. 
Mark Cather's sister Cathy who  is battling
cancer again. 

 Come visit our puzzle and movie
exchange, now located in the quiet room
of the sanctuary!
 There are a few people who would
appreciate cards from church friends:
Lewie and AnnaBelle Schaaf, Marilyn
McEachron, Kathleen Kemp, and Ken and
Phyllis Knapp. 
AnnaBelle Schaaf is walking some more
with a walker and grateful for more
mobility.
Fran Phillips and Bill are both at Hibiscus
Court, but in different sections in order for
Bill to receive the benefit of being in a
memory unit.  Their new addresses are
printed in the directory.
Marion Jones is staying with family and if
you would like to send her a condolence
card, you may do so by mailing it to 4400
feather St., Cocoa, FL 32927
We received a call from Jim and Betty
Gaidry asking for prayers for Ken
Robinson, one of Betty's brothers. He was
in the hospital in Sebastian with
pneumonia dn other problems, but was
in a room and starting to improve the last
we were able to check.

Send in your updates to be included in this
section of the newsletter by contacting the
office or Pastor Debra!

Facebook: "Ask a Pastor" videos

come out occasionally, and we are

always looking for new questions!

We are also live-streaming Sunday

worship services.

Youtube: Our  "Ask the Pastor" and a

copy of our Sunday services are

loaded onto Youtube in case you

missed  them on Facebook. 

Dial My Calls: This  phone    service

provides voicemails to let everyone

know what is going on or any need to

know updates. 

Tablets are available for members

who do not have computer access to

watch our videos! Call to request one

We are providing several resources for

you at this time.  

1 CORINTHIANS 16:14

We would love you pray for you, your family, and

loved ones!  Please call the office at (321) 725-8484 or

email us at office@palmbaypres.org. to let us know!

Resources for
You

Need Prayer?
Let us Know!

Let all that you do be
done in love.

 Prayer Requests Molly Stone asked for Prayer for her son
Glen and his family, who are recovering
from Covid-19.
Mavis Mattadeen continues to recover from
surgery on her gallbladder.
Marylynn Yust asks for prayers for her sister-
in-law June Lewein who is now in Hospice
care for the end stages of lung cancer. 
Clyde and Marylynn's neighbor Rachel who
recently lost her son.  
Clyde and Marylynn's grandson, AJ, is
recovering from having a cyst removed
from his lower spine
Judy Irvine asks for prayers for her friend,
Joanne, at the loss of her mother.

Check out a
Tablet!

The church has 3 tablets that are

available to be checked out in

order to watch videos of worship

and other events without needing

a computer. Call today to ask for

one!



We will be taking up a offering on April
4th, Easter Sunday,   for One Great Hour
of Sharing. This offering supports the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Presbyterian Hunger Project, and the
Self-Development of People program.
These three programs supported by One
Great Hour of Sharing  all work in
different ways to serve individuals and
communities in need. From initial
disaster response to ongoing community
development, their work fits together to
provide people with safety, sustenance,
and hope. 
Typically received during the season of
Lent, each gift to One Great Hour of
Sharing supports efforts to relieve hunger
through the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, promote development through
the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-
Development of People, and assist in
areas of disaster through Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance.

Our upcoming special offerings include One
Great Hour of Sharing on April 4th and collecting
items for mothers to be given out by Operation
Hope starting at the end of May.

For so the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have set you as a
light to the Gentiles, That you should be for salvation to the
ends of the earth.’

Please continue to pray for our schools

throughout  the rest of the 2020-2021

school year. that the year ends smoothly

and without and huge outbreaks of

COVID-19. 

After a one year hiatus,
 we are resuming Senior Luncheons! The
luncheon will be held on Thursday, 25
March, at 11:30 at Frigate’s Waterfront
Bar & Grill (1120 N Harbor City Blvd,
Melbourne 32925). I will request outside
seating when making reservations.

Please call Marsha Carter at 321-917-2760 or
email her at macarter1950@yahoo.com to
sign up no later than 22 March.

We are looking forward to re-starting this long
term tradition at First Presbyterian Church of
Palm Bay!

Senior Lunch
is Back!Thank you to everyone who donated to the

shoe mission special offering. We really
appreciate it!

ACTS 13:46

Mission Notes

 Want to know more about the One Great
Hour of Sharing special offering? Scan the

QR  code with your phone  for more
information!

mailto:macarter1950@yahoo.com


Birthdays
03/04  James Corton

03/07  Bill Phillips

03/10  Brian Young

03/11  Vicki Cather

03/12  Sheri Phillips

03/12  Ernie Wohlenberg

03/21  Neil Carlon

03/22  Delson Etienne

03/24  Fredricka Hopkins

03/25  Kathleen Kemp

03/26  Drew Woods

03/28   Anna Wood

03/31  Sam Musgrave

04/02 Marlin Fausey

04/02  Barbara Horn

04/11  Patti Loyd

04/12Winston Melbourne

04/12  Robert Ritter

04/15  Judy Quirico 

Anniversaries
03/06  Mike & Susan Allison

03/07  Eugene & Nancy Wallace

03/24  Robert & Joanna Ritter

03/25  Paul & Libby Knapp

03/26  Lewie & Annabelle Schaaf

03/30 John & Monia Yust

04/10  Clyde & Marylynn Yust

04/13  Jay & Sue Klaasen

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among
all peoples.

1 CHRONICLES 16:24

Birthdays &
Anniversaries 

Lenten Study 
Lenten study is  underway
now!  If you have any questions
or  want to sign up (12 p.m. or 6
p.m. timeslot), please contact
Pastor Debra at 321-507-0257, 

 or email at debra@palmbaypres.org. Come and
learn with us about Christian ways of disagreeing
with one another!

Easter Lily Orders
Start March 14!

Easter this year is on April 4th, and we will begin
taking orders for Easter lilies on Sunday, March
14th.   You can dedicate a lily in memory or honor
of someone, and a special insert will be included
in the Easter bulletin and  April newsletter to
share all the dedications. Lilies will be  $8.00 and
can be picked up after the 10:00 Easter service or
in the office the following Tuesday.   Please
contact the office to place your order at 321-725-
8484, email office@palmbaypres.org, or keep an
eye out for order forms in the bulletin in March!

Men's Breakfast 
is Coming Back!

The Men's Breakfast is starting back up
again!  They  will be meeting at Dottie's 
 the first Saturday of each  month for food
and fellowship with other men from both
First Presbyterian and Good Shepherd.
Contact Gary Christensen for more
details!

Newsletter
Changes are
Coming Soon!

We have been reviewing feedback about
the newsletter and will begin
incorporating changes into future editions
of the newsletter - please keep an eye out
for these changes and pass along
additional suggestions for improvement. 
 The newsletter will resume being a once-
a-month publication in April this year.
Thank you for all your help in making the
newsletter informative and welcome in
the past year!

With Deep
Appreciation 

Marion Jones wants to thank all who were able
to attend Whitey’s memorial services and all
who have sent cards and called.  A big “Thank
You” to all!  

When I saw Marion recently, she was doing as
well as can be expected and wanted the above
message extended to her church family.  She
and her family are looking at several options for
the future, but First Presbyterian Church will
always be in her heart.  (Message sent through
Monia Yust.)



Memorial Garden
Dedication

Thank you to all who came to the
dedication of the Memorial Garden
on February  28th.  It was a beautiful
service and a wonderful time of
fellowship!  Thank you to to all who
made this project possible, we
could not have done it without you!

(Photo Credit Terri Twardzik )

For so the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have set you as a
light to the Gentiles, That you should be for salvation to the
ends of the earth.’                                        Acts 13:

CUBA PLEA
     On March 4th, members of the Cuba Partners Network,
of which Central Florida Presbytery is a part, had a video
conference with leaders in the Cuban Church.  There was
much sharing about what the Cuban church has done in
the last year to help the people through pandemic,
additional U.S. sanctions, the loss of tourism, and other
economic difficulties.
     While the church has been trying to help others through
these issues, the pastors of the churches are being directly
affected as well, causing great hardships within the
church.  Families and organizations within the United
States can no longer remit support to anyone in Cuba
without a large number of penalties and fees attached,
cutting off vital support to many,   Additionally, the
currency conversion initiated by the government, which
devalued many people's savings, was accompanied by a
tripling of the minimum salary (which still does not keep
up with inflation rates). The government compensates for
that shortfall for government employees, but not for the
13% of people who work in private enterprises, including
the church.

     The Cuban Church (IRSC) has been a
mission partner of BIRP in the past, and
continues to be a partner to Central
Florida Presbytery. Several individual
churches have partner congregations in
Cuba and have heard about how all of
these issues are struggling with how to
pay their pastors, pay their bills, and
continue to provide necessary food
support to seniors in their areas.
     Even though the IRSC has a clear
practice against asking for or receiving
direct monetary assistance from their
partners, these circumstances have  led
them to ask for such help in order to
supply synods with resources to supply
churches with what they need.  The Cuba
Partners Network has secured legal
means to transfer funds without the fees
and is hoping to send support by Easter.  If
anyone wishes to send support to the
Cuban Church, we need to receive it at
the church  by Sunday, March 21st.  We
will be able to forward donations to the
Cuba Partners Network in time for them
to get it to Cuba by Easter.





Isaiah
49:13-17

Weekly Devotional 

13  Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O
earth; break forth, O mountains, into
singing! For the Lord has comforted his
people, and will have compassion on his
suffering ones. 
14  But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken
me, my Lord has forgotten me.” 
15  Can a woman forget her nursing child,
or show no compassion for the child of
her womb? Even these may forget, yet I
will not forget you. 
16  See, I have inscribed you on the palms
of my hands; your walls are continually
before me. 
17  Your builders outdo your destroyers,
and those who laid you waste go away
from you.

First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay

IN THE WORD
First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay

Read  Joshua 1:9
As the people of Israel prepare to enter the
Promised land under the leadership of
Joshua, he gives them simple advice: Be
strong and courageous.  There are times
when we cannot stop ourselves from feeling
fear, sorrow ... well, anything, really, but we do
have power over what we do next.  Will we
react out of those feelings or not?  Being
strong an courageous sometimes means
standing up to ourselves, and asking what the
reality is that God would have us see in this
circumstance rather than what our feelings
tell us is happening.

March 18 March 19

March 20 Read John 19:28-29
Sometimes it is hard to think of Jesus being
human.  He is, after all, perfect in all of his ways,
has miraculous power to be able to heal the sick
and calm storms, and is always able to use self-
control over temptation.  In every way, he feels
super-human.  In this moment on the cross,
however, Jesus is very human as he struggles to
breathe and requests something to drink.  In
this moment, when his humanity is fully on
display, one would hope he would be met with
compassion.  Instead, he is given vinegar to
drink instead of water, only adding to his
distress.  What are the moments in his story
where you remember strongly how human
Jesus is?

March 21

Read Isaiah 49:13-17
This passage in Isaiah shows the disconnect
that many may feel when scripture or church
services say "sing, praise, exalt" while they are
hurting.  That disparity of sentiment may lead
some to feel disconnected or abandoned. 
 Isaiah uses the analogy of a mother and child
to comfort, saying even as it would be
impossible for a mother to forget the child she
gave birth to, the Lord is unable to simply
forget one of his children.  The praises of
others does not distract the Lord from
hearing our own cries of distress, so do not
hold back out of fear that prayers of need
would be unwelcome or a distraction.

March 22 March 23

Read 41:10
One of the most powerful weapons in our fight
against distress is the certainty that we are not
alone.  Feeling like there is no recourse or
support is one of the biggest contributing
factors to distress becoming despair.  But God
has told us that we are never alone - his very
Spirit resides in our hearts and is always
connecting us to him.  That Spirit even prays for
us, being able to cut to the heart of our need
and being our strongest advocate before the
Lord.  We are never alone , and we have a strong
defender on our side, no matter what may
come our way.

Read Hebrews 9: 23-28
In this passage, the author is talking about the
power of the sacrifice that Christ makes on our
behalf.  Whereas our actions in asking
forgiveness for our sins and seeking to make
amends with those we have injured must be
repeated every single time we commit a sin,
what Christ has done on our behalf is so
powerful, it needed to be done only time for all
people.  This is told to us so that we would not
be in distress over whether we are acceptable in
God's eyes, but so that we might be confident
that Christ has made us right with God.

Read Luke 6: 20-26
this portion of the sermon on the mount has
both consolation for those in distress and
warnings for those who are comfortable.  It is
different from Matthew's version by offering
that reverse side of the equation - not only is
God on the side of those who are in distress,
but those who are comfortable, have plenty,
have power, etc. should be asking themselves
all the more vehemently whether God is
pleased with their actions and intentions.  It is
a different way of understanding that to be
blessed is a calling to become a blessing to
others.



IN THE WORD
First Presbyterian Church of Palm Bay

March 26

Read John 12:12-19
The more traditional moment of Palm Sunday
that is connected to the idea of triumph is the
Triumphal Entry of Jesus in to Jerusalem.  It is a
moment when everyone recognizes him for
who he truly is - one worthy of praise and
reverence.  Rather than moving too quickly to
the idea that this moment is short-lived and
provides a backdrop of irony to what comes
next, consider today how right it is that Jesus
should be worshipped.  Take time to celebrate
this and every occasion in which we as humans
beings get it right and give Jesus the worship
and praise that he deserves for all he has done.

March 29

Read 1 Corinthians 7:17-24
This passage and the one following it are often
misused or skipped given that their advice feels
dated or in appropriate.  It is advice that people
ought to stay in the condition that they are in,
but the context of the passages is an
anticipation that Christ would return at any
time, so spending the energy on one's present
circumstances is a distraction.  If a distressing
situation is about to end, do you put your
energy into changing it or enduring it?  How do
you know when it is good to endure, and when
it is good to work for change?  How might God
help you do both of these things?

March 24

Read 1 Peter 4:12-19
It is strange, perhaps, to our ears, but a
pervasive sentiment in the New Testament is
the advice to believers to expect to be
persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ.  We
may feel that we are the lucky ones to not have
to fear violence or other persecutions due to our
faith, but there is also something that we
perhaps miss because of the safety with which
we worship: we may not ever know the full
depth of our faith in Jesus Christ because we
will not have to confront what we are willing to
endure or lose because of it.  Consider today
how you might respond if you lived somewhere
you would have to suffer for your faith.

March 27

March 30

Read Luke 21:34-36
This teaching of Jesus is a warning for everyone
to stay ready for his return one day.  There are a
lot of things that can distract us in our day-to-
day living, or as Jesus puts it, "the cares of this
life."  While we must be engaged with life, we
should not let it so occupy our minds and hearts
that we forget that we are looking for the day of
his return, and that we are called to even long
for this day as it will be the time when God sets
everything right that is wrong.  Are there times
when you are so focused on the present that
you forget to think about the bigger picture? 
 What are ways you can remind youself?

Read  Romans 5:1-6
Paul's summaries of the blessings we have
received contain a note of triumph and
confidence that we should always have as
those who have been redeemed.  We should
always be joyful in our salvation and the fruits of
it - after all, it is a wonderful thing that God has
done for us!  We are changed, we are made
new, and we have a new life because of it. 
 Everything that we and the world around us
thinks to be true can be upended and made
new in God - even suffering.  God's love in our
hearts can make everything different, and this is
cause for celebration!  So don't forget that we
are the winners in what God has done!

March 25

Read  John 19:30
Before Jesus died on the cross, he said, "It is
finished."  We could hear that phrase a couple
of different ways.  Perhaps it sounds like a
statement of relief - his suffering is finished, he is
about to find relief.  Perhaps it is the statement
of a job being complete, much like brushing off
one's hands and saying, "well, that's done."  Or
perhaps, Jesus is talking about more than this
moment, but the effect of what he has
accomplished on the cross.  What if he is talking
about the power of sin and death in this
moment, saying to Satan himself, "you're
finished."  In that sense of the word, Jesus' final
statement is one of victory and triumph.

March 28

March 31
Read 1 Peter 2:4-10
The church doesn't often tell people "be a
stone," but that is the advice found here in this
letter of Peter's.  Come to the Lord as a stone
rejected by others, yet precious and able to be
used to build something new.  Do you think of
yourself as someone that God can use to
accomplish something powerful?  Do you have
confidence that God can do powerful works
through you?  Do you doubt yourself because
others have said you were weak or not good
enough?  Come as a stone - stones are not
innately capable or complete, but they can be
arranged in the hands of a master to
accomplish many things to help others.

Read Psalm 86: 1-7
If there is anything that the Psalms of Distress
can teach us, it is that when we are in trouble,
sad, or dismayed, we should call out to the
Lord.  We can even use the Psalms to find words
when we struggle with knowing what to say. 
 They teach us not to hold back in expressing
the depth of what we are feeling, our fears and
even our anger, before they help us to turn from
the pain of our circumstances to having
confidence in the One to whom we are
confiding.  It is good to share our thoughts with
God, who loves us, and remembering how good
he is at responding to us when we ask for help.

April 1
Read John 13:31-35
When Jesus has only a small amount of time
with his disciples, he gives them a lot advice, but
only calls one phrase a "new commandment." 
 We should take seriously the significance of this
statement - "Love another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another."  We
should always love, and if we want to assess
how well we are doing it, we should look at the
example Jesus set for us and follow it.  By this
we are called to learn and understand fully
what Jesus has done for us and to try to meet
that example of love to the best of our ability
and with all of the grace and gifts God has given
us.  


